
 

 

 

 
 

City of Lake Oswego 
TRANSPORTATION ADVISORY BOARD MEETING 

 

March 10, 2010 
 

 
CALL TO ORDER  
 
Chair Terry Keyes called the Transportation Advisory Board meeting of March 10, 2010, to 
order at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chamber of City Hall at 380 “A” Avenue, Lake Oswego, 
Oregon.   
 
ROLL CALL 
 
Members present: Chair Terry Keyes, Vice Chair Gregg Mindt, Brent Ahrend, Thomas Fahey 
and David Jorling.  Lisa Klacking was not present.  Guests:  Council Liaison Roger Hennagin; 
Mayor Jack Hoffman;  Staff present: Massoud Saberian, P.E., Principal Traffic Engineer; Lt. 
Scott Thran, LOPD; and Linda Dickhous, Administrative Support 
 
OTHER BUSINESS 
 
Mayor and Council Liaison 
 
TAB members welcomed Roger Hennagin as their new Council Liaison.  Mayor Hoffman 
thanked TAB members for their work.  He explained he wanted to work more closely with City 
boards and commissions. He highlighted goals and issues the City Council was focused on:  
updating the Comprehensive Plan; dealing with a shortfall of revenue from property taxes; large 
water and sewer projects; green infrastructure issues; redevelopment of Lake Grove; the 
streetcar project; economic development; the WEB and other public facilities.  He said the City 
Council was exploring different kinds of housing choices.  He asked the staff to arrange to brief 
the Board on the state mandate to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 2012.  During the 
questioning period, Mayor Hoffman agreed the City needed more bike paths.  He described how 
Portland was integrating bike paths into sewer projects.  Councilor Hennagin saw a need to 
determine where the public would park during construction of the new park at the old US Bank 
site.   
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Minutes 
 
Ahrend moved to accept the Minutes of January 13, 2010 and February 10, 2010.  Jorling 
seconded the motion and it passed 5:0.   
 
CITIZEN COMMENT 
 
One of the guests related that she had come to hear the Mayor talk about bike paths.   
 
STAFF REPORTS 
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Revisions to Neighborhood Traffic Management Code  
 
Saberian advised this code was outdated, conflicting and allowed endless appeals.  He and 
Ahrend had some suggestions about how to change it.  Saberian suggested a process to 
address requests for traffic calming devices.  He reported there had been a decrease in 
requests for traffic calming devices over the past three years.  That was likely because most 
streets in dire circumstances already had such devices; a neighborhood had to contribute to the 
cost of installation and removal; and the staff had been able to resolve a lot of complaints using 
education, enforcement and minor engineering changes.   He suggested formalizing current 
staff practice into a step-by-step procedure.   
 
Saberian outlined the procedure he was suggesting.  The first phase would be to collect data 
and use the tools of education, enforcement and minor engineering changes, such as pavement 
marking and brush trimming.  If the problem persisted, more extreme measures would be 
considered.  The neighborhood would vote on what they wanted to do.  He suggested 
neighborhoods define the purpose of their traffic management plan in their neighborhood plan.  
He suggested it was better if the initial request came from a neighborhood or the school district.  
A complainant would be encouraged to work through his/her neighborhood association, but the 
staff would still address a written request from an individual if they did not want to work with their 
neighborhood representatives.   
 
Lt. Thran reported a lot of complaints were initially submitted to the police department.  The 
traffic unit went out to observe the area.  They used education as well as enforcement.  Using a 
radar gun to track actual speeds was one of their tools.  Often the problem was a matter of 
perceptions, not actual speeds.  They also encouraged people to work with their neighborhood 
association.   
 
TAB members discussed at what point TAB should become involved.  TAB could serve as a 
“safety valve” when a citizen did not agree with the staff. TAB should be the deciding authority 
regarding whether a traffic-calming device was appropriate.  They agreed it made sense to 
apply less expensive measures first.   Saberian said the staff would refer an issue to TAB in the 
second phase or whenever they felt it was too big an issue for staff to handle.  He related that 
the staff usually easily resolved about half of the approximately 100 requests they got per 
month.   TAB members discussed the role of the neighborhood association.  Saberian said 
ideally it was best to get the neighborhood involved instead of working with one or two 
homeowners.  But sometimes an individual did not know or want to talk to their neighborhood 
representatives.  TAB members suggested that when the staff was getting close to installing a 
speed bump TAB should be involved.  Meanwhile the staff should keep them informed about 
what was going on.  If the initial tools were not working and the neighborhood was unhappy and 
wanted to do something else TAB should be involved.  It should be City policy to start with 
enforcement, education and making simple engineering changes before considering installing a 
traffic-calming device.  If the data supported installing such a device TAB should make the 
decision.  Saberian advised that whoever made the decision, it was important to base it on a 
solid set of data.  TAB members recalled a past case where the City Council decided to change 
the speed limit on County Club Road during school hours after a fatal accident there.  The 
proposed change had never been brought to TAB to consider.   
 
Board members planned to each read the existing code before the next TAB meeting so they 
were familiar with it.  They anticipated that they would fashion a step-by-step procedure first and 
then draft code language to support it.   
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Lake Oswego Police Report 
 
Lt. Thran reported that there had been 13 DUI arrests (7 non-residents) since the previous TAB 
meeting.  Most were alcohol related, but one was drug related.  The police had taken reports at 
9 crashes (6 non-injury / 3 minor injury).  One was a rear-end vehicle crash at the 5th / A 
crosswalk where cars were stopped for a pedestrian.  One minor injury crash happened when a 
driver fell asleep.  There were 10 hit and runs - mostly parking lot door dings.  The department 
had just been awarded a Public Safety Enforcement Grant of $4,800 from the Bike Alliance.  
The funds would be used to conduct four crosswalk enforcement details.  The North Clackamas 
Chamber of Commerce had recognized a Lake Oswego officer for his work instructing others 
how to properly install child car seats.  
 
During the discussion TAB members asked how the 5th / A Avenue crosswalk was working.  Lt. 
Thran reported hearing mixed reviews.  Some people found the flashing yellow light confusing.  
Saberian advised the ideal solution of a signal there was too costly.  He and Lt. Thran explained 
that the flashing light was a warning signal that a pedestrian was there.  Not all cars had to stop, 
just the ones within two lanes of the pedestrian.  That was the law with or without flashing lights.  
Some drivers waited the entire time the pedestrian was in the crosswalk and some did not.  The 
traffic engineer confirmed the staff was watching the crosswalk and got all the police reports.  Lt 
Thran clarified there had not been as many complaints after the crosswalk was installed as 
before.  When asked if an unmarked intersection was a safer place for a pedestrian to cross 
than a marked crosswalk, Saberian advised that more people got hit in marked crosswalks.  It 
was likely they believed it protected them and were less cautious about stepping into the 
roadway.  Lt. Thran recalled that most of the pedestrians hit last year were hit by cars rounding 
the corner when the pedestrian was in the crosswalk.  When asked, he confirmed the 
department had issued a few J-Walking tickets.   
 
BOARD DISCUSSION / ANNOUNCEMENTS / REPORTS 
 
TGM Grant 
 
Saberian reported the City was applying for a TGM Grant.   
 
Review: TSP plan for Bicycles 
 
Board members observed that Lake Oswego had an aging population and challenging terrain. It 
was not easy get around the City safely.  Connections might not be there.  One might ride into a 
dead end or find oneself on a busy roadway. “Hard core” bikers and bike commuters likely 
already knew what alternative routes to use to cross the City.  But perhaps if others knew the 
safe bike route to where they wanted to go and that when they got there there was a place to 
lock up their bike they would be more likely to bike there with their families.  TAB considered 
how to increase the demand for bike transportation.  Metro was already planning regional bike 
connections so perhaps Lake Oswego should look at how to connect shopping, transit and 
activity nodes within the City and find safe routes to bike between neighborhoods.  Board 
members thought about working with the Arts Council to find nice designs for bike parking 
facilities and working with the Historic Resource Advisory Board to design routes that connected 
to the future Iron Industry Heritage Trail.  European cities offered examples of nice looking 
places to park bicycles.  Electric bikes were available for ageing baby boomers or uphill 
residents to use.  Cities such as Davis, California were good models for planning around 
bicycling.  Tigard had a nice bike map on their website with symbols that indicated how steep 
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the route was.  Portland markers showed how many minutes it was to the next point.  The Board 
wanted to create a good bike map for Lake Oswego.  They decided to get started by examining 
a map at their next meeting and discussing the best ways to connect within the City.  They 
planned to identify a couple of primary intra-city connections (“spines”), then radiate out from 
them to schools and activity nodes. Saberian advised them to consider making shorter and 
longer-term recommendations for the bike system in the TSP.   
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business Chair Keyes adjourned the meeting at 9:32 p.m.   
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Linda Dickhous 
Administrative Support  
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